92                     THE   SPIRIT   OF   INDIA
of bliss from non^bliss. All life should be reduced to its
simplest elements. We can never despise life from an easy/
chair. Quiet, wise suffering; such are the wings of the soul.
A knowledge of the truth and a following thereof is but a
crucifying oflife until it gives us up to the painless sleep of
the Hindu heaven. Gandhism, therefore, crucifies itself to
defeat Britain and to deny life. A defeat of Britain is the
essence of Gandhism; a denial oflife the essence of Hinduism.
Gandhism welcomes its crucifixion because it is the way to
release, first, from the West and then from life. The West
and life are its compound enemy. It fights both by non/
co-operation.
Recently Mr. Gandhi's political policy has been polluted.
A certain section of the Congress Party have reintroduced the
Council/entry programme. It has, unfortunately, succeeded.
Such unwise tactics were tried over a decade ago when the
late C. R. Das led political legionaries to so obstruct the work
of the old legislative councils as to make them impossible. It
failed then as I hope it fails now. By so doing Hinduism is
defiling her hands. She is like a prayer meeting learning to
dance the hornpipe.